Golden-winged Warbler Ecology

Golden-winged Warblers in Crisis

DISTRIBUTION

• Between 1966 and 2006,
declined across the breeding
range at a rate of 3% per year.

• Breeds in eastern North America from northern Georgia to southern Canada,
with an estimated 64% of the world’s population breeding in northern Wisconsin
and Minnesota.

HABITAT NEEDS

1 Join a bird club. Go birding and take a friend or
child along.
2 Support bird conservation efforts in Colombia,
Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua
(for example, ProAves en Colombia).

• Federally listed as Threatened
in Canada and being closely
monitored in the USA.

• These vegetation community types include alder or willow wetlands, young aspen
and oak forests, old farm fields or pastures, reclaimed surface mines, utility
rights-of-way, and pine-oak barrens.

• State listed as Endangered in
Indiana, Ohio, Massachusetts,
and Georgia, Threatened in
Kentucky, and a conservation
priority in 12 other states; also
on the National Audubon
Society’s and Partners in Flight’s
Watch List for birds of
continental conservation
concern.

• Historically maintained or created by natural disturbance (fire, wind, flooding,
beaver activity) in forested landscapes. Active management mimicking natural
disturbance regimes now plays an
important role in conservation.
Migratory Habitat: Little is known about
habitat preferences on migration though
a greater variety of vegetation community
types seem to be used than during the
breeding season.
Wintering Grounds: Primary and
secondary forests at mid-elevations
(generally not found in low areas). In
northern South America, Golden-winged
Warblers may associate with montane
oak forest distribution.

3 Modify your home’s windows to reduce impacts. Participate in
a “Lights-out” program in cities during migration to minimize
Golden-winged Warbler collisions with windows of tall buildings.
4 Look for individuals with unique color band combinations on their
legs. Report the combination to the USGS Bird Banding Lab at
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/

Breeding habitat in Tennessee.

THREATS & LIMITING FACTORS
One or more of the following factors may be contributing to the decline of Goldenwinged Warblers:

Fundacion ProAves www.proaves.org

Golden-winged Warbler Range

• Loss of Habitat:
♦ Loss, fragmentation, and degradation of habitat on the breeding grounds,
along migratory routes, and on the wintering grounds may play an important
role in the decline.
♦ Poor habitat quality impacts breeding success and adult and
Map
juvenile overwinter survival.
♦ Declines of Golden-winged Warblers and other shrubland birds
have been partially attributed to loss of early successional (shrubby)
breeding habitat due to maturation of forests in the eastern US and
Canada.
• Brown-headed Cowbird Parasitism:
♦ Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater) are known to parasitize
Golden-winged Warbler nests in local areas particularly where
agriculture is prevalent. This has resulted in reduced nest success
in some of these areas.

A HYBRID PROBLEM?
The Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora
chrysoptera) hybridizes with the closely related
Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora pinus) where
the two species co-occur (i.e. this effectively
reduces the number of “pure” individuals in
populations of each species). However, this
genetic mixing may not occur in all areas and
habitats.
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A FLAGSHIP SPECIES

• Hybridization with Blue-winged Warbler:
♦ Golden-winged Warblers have been replaced by Blue-winged
Warblers across many areas of the breeding range.
♦ Studies indicate considerable genetic mixing between these species
where they co-occur.
♦ The level of threat posed by hybridization is still unclear, but it is
potentially a local problem where both species occur.
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Breeding Grounds: Open-canopy shrublands interspersed with grassy or herbaceous
vegetation patches, often including a forested edge.

5 Buy shade-grown (free trade, organic) coffee and
cocoa that provide better bird winter habitat
than open sun plantations.
6 Submit all of your Golden-winged Warbler observations to Cornell Lab
of Ornithology’s eBird at www.ebird.org (locations throughout the western
hemisphere and from current and previous years are accepted).
7 Support organizations, agencies, and legislation that manage and protect
shrubland and wetland habitats, including old field, shrub wetlands and
alder thickets in the Golden-winged Warbler breeding range.
8 Golden-winged Warblers are ground nesters;
keep cats indoors or restrained when outdoors.
Visit: http://abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/
9 Encourage trail users (hikers, bikers, horseback
riders, off-road vehicles) to not leave designated trails particularly in shrub
wetlands and other breeding habitat. Golden-winged Warblers often nest
along edges of roads and trails.
10 Reduce your carbon footprint. Climate change may result in altering
migration patterns and shifting the breeding range of the Golden-winged
Warbler northward. Visit: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/

Visit the Golden-winged Warbler Conservation Initiative website
for more information about Golden-winged Warblers and to become
more involved in their conservation.
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• Migratory Obstacles: Many migratory birds die from striking towers,
high-rise buildings, residential homes, and automobiles every year.
The population impact on Golden-winged Warblers is not known
though deaths by these causes have been documented.

Winter and Migration data
by NatureServe

• Climate Change: The breeding range of the Golden-winged Warbler
has shifted northward and retreated to higher elevations over the past
100+ years, which could reflect impacts of climate change.
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Many other declining bird species that use the
same habitats can benefit from Golden-winged
Warbler conservation. These include other
migratory species such as Veery, Cerulean
Warbler, and American Woodcock and critically
endangered resident species in Latin America
such as Gorgeted Wood-quail, Chestnut-capped
Piha, and Colorful Puffleg.

(and a lot of other birds!)

• Declines of up to 16% annually
in some states and regions
resulting in a 96% reduction in
abundance in some areas.

• A Neotropical migrant that winters in Latin America (primarily in Venezuela,
Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua).

Winter habitat in northern South America.
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